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Rule/ answered Lord D. 'What he calls, a National Council: I
confess I don't see my way to it, as I explained at Blackburn/ 'When
I saw him last/ said Kimberley, 'he was much troubled by the
immoral means which we've used to bring about the Union $ he
felt that a great national sin had been committed and his conscience
was troubled/ *0h ! damn his conscience/ answered Lord Derby/'
In spite of his irritatingly superior manner, Gladstone could be
the kindest and most courteous of men. He had both respect and
affection for Goschen and was deeply hurt when they parted political
company over the Home Rule Bill, which, Goschen felt, "virtually
repealed the Act of Union."

The difficulty [he said] lies in the essence of the case. It is in
fact a difficulty which is absolutely insuperable. You cannot treat
Ireland differently from England and Scotland without involving
yourself in innumerable anomalies and injustices, the impossible
task of establishing a separate National Government for a portion
of that which is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
... I warn honourable members with regard to leaving this an
open question.

It would be a misfortune to exclude Irish members $

but that is the result of attempting to give a National Parliament
to Ireland. It would be most unjust if in order to meet that diffi-
culty, you were to place English and Scottish affairs at the mercy
of a body of Irish representatives.

"Remember/* he said, "the Irish voters in English constituencies."

I am glad to see them amongst us if Ireland is to remain an integral
portion of the Empire 5 but I do not wish to see their power increased
if they are to be a separate Nation planted on our flanks.

Justice to Ireland ! When did it first dawn upon the thousands
who are now called upon to echo that cry that Justice demanded
Home Rule ? I think I know. It was when they were told so by
Authoritative lips. And when did it dawn upon those who raised
the cry that Justice demanded that Home Rule should be given ?
It is a doctrine we have not heard much from^psponsible Statesmen :
till when ? We did not hear of that doctrine in November last.
Yet Justice is not an intermittent apparition. Justice is not a figure